
Landscape 
Architecture is a Practice 

of Care 
The activity of caring, in the words of scholars Joan Trento 
and Berenice Fisher, includes "everything we do to main
tain, continue, and repair our 'world' so that we can live in 
it as well as possible. That world includes our bodies, our 
selves, and our environment, all of which we seek to inter
weave in a complex, life-sustaining web."1 This woven web 
of life is on full display in public spaces and landscapes, 
where the interdependencies between species, environ
ments, ecology and society demonstrate the fundamental 
interconnectedness of planetary inhabitation.2 In the con
text of today's compounding environmental and social 
crises, it is increasingly urgent for landscape architects to 
cultivate an ethic of care in order to nurture robust, re
silient and just spaces and ecologies. The practice of land
scape architecture carries the agency and responsibility 
to bring about necessary changes- and to do so, we must 
learn to listen, take care and act. 
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